
Bergen News 
Birds, Beasts and Botany in Bergen

by Bob Griebel
Gray Catbird (dumetella carolinensis)
   Because of the pandemic, we haven’t had the usual number of summer visitors to the farm this year. However, one 
visitor did show up in the dogwood hedge behind our house, and has been with us for the better part of the summer. 
While very self-reliant and easy to accommodate, he is extremely shy, and it was only with great persistence that 
Sandy was able to snap this picture. He alerts us to his presence with his mewing call, sounding for all the world like a 
stray cat which, of 
course, is the reason he 
is aptly named a 
Catbird.
   The Catbird is slightly 
smaller than a robin. Its 
colouration is plain and 
drab, being a uniform 
slate gray with a single 
black head stripe and a 
black tail. Eyes, bill and 
legs are also black. This 
unremarkable 
colouration is 
highlighted, however, by 
a rusty red covert–in 
plain language, a red 
“arse”. During courtship 
the male moons the 
female, lifting his long, 
slender tail and 
displaying this red 
posterior. While doing 
so he will look back over his shoulder, perhaps to see if the female is suitably impressed. 
Although I have been referring to our guest as a “he”, both male and female have similar colouration and one cannot 
identify the bird’s sex by appearance alone.
   The Catbird spends its time in dense brush, tangled undergrowth and leafy thickets at the edge of woods. It avoids 
coniferous woods and unbroken forest. The bird’s Latin name dumetella refers to this habitat, dumus being Latin for a 
thorny thicket. In this shrubbery it feeds on berries and insects, frequently foraging on the ground, where it carefully 
uses its bill to turn over leaves and twigs in a search for insects. The female builds her nest concealed in a vine tangle 
or dense bush, often within three feet of the ground. The nest itself is a bulky and messy construction of leaves, twigs, 
and rootlets, often with bits of human trash interspersed. Three to five greenish-blue eggs are incubated for a short 12 
to 13 days. Both parents feed the young, which leave the nest about ten days after hatching, allowing the parents time 
to raise a second brood per season. Unlike many other birds which will incubate a cowbird egg in the nest and then 
feed the intruder, Catbirds are able to recognize the foreign egg and will puncture and eject it from their nest.
   Bergen is at the very edge of the Catbird’s usual range. In Alberta, Gray Catbirds are usually encountered on the Red 
Deer River downstream from Drumheller and in the southeast corner of the province. They can be found along the 

	 Bringing Bergen Together	 August 2020

The

photo by Sandy Easterbrook

continued on page 3

file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key
file:///Users/Laurie/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~Keynote/Documents/Pileated%20Woodpecker.key


Bergen News
The

Page 2	 August 2020

Wildlife Treasure
photos and text by Karen Fahrlander

Great Grey Owls
   As I drive along, I see a dark shape on a fencepost. Could it be?...yes it is...a Great Grey Owl! My heart beats a little 
faster wondering if 
he will stay for just a  
few photos. Not 
only did he stay, but 
he flew to the 
ground and 
captured a vole in 
his talons. Wow! 
What an amazing 
treasure that I was 
fortunate to capture 
with my camera. I 
don't stay too long 
because I do not 
want to stress the 
owl. After all, maybe 
this is the only vole 
he has caught for 
three days. He's 
hungry so I leave 
him to his dinner.  

   Fascinating Facts from allaboutbirds.org:
 Although the Great Grey Owl is one of the tallest owls in 
Canada, it’s just a ball of feathers. Both the Great Horned Owl and 
Snowy Owl weigh more than a Great Grey Owl and they have larger 
feet and talons.
 Great Grey Owls aren’t just North American owls. They also 
live in Scandinavia, Russia, Siberia, and Mongolia.
	 Great Grey Owls are powerful birds. Despite weighing only 
2.5 pounds, they can break through hard packed snow to grab a small 
mammal. One bird reportedly broke through snow that was hard 
enough to support a 176-pound human.
	 Great Grey Owls are big owls, which means that they need to 
eat regularly. In the winter, they eat up to seven vole-sized small 
mammals every day.
	 Both the common and scientific names are apt for this large 
grey owl. The Latin name for Great Grey Owl is Strix nebulosa. Strix 
means to utter shrill sounds and nebulosa means misty or cloudy, 
referring to its grey color.

continued on page 16
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southern edge of all Canadian provinces with the exception of Newfoundland, and range widely across the United 
States apart from the very western states. Catbirds are migratory, spending winter along the Gulf Coast of the USA, 
eastern Mexico, Central America and the Caribbean. With what promises to be a Covid-locked-down winter here in 
Bergen this year, I wish I could fly south with them.

Gray Catbird continued from page 1

DIFFERENTLY ABLED
by Marilyn Halvorson

   A few weeks ago I read of the passing of Bob Clark, long-time MLA and community leader in our province. I believe 
that he was a fine person and an outstanding citizen but my strongest memory of him was as my grade seven Phys. 
Ed teacher. At that time—not to mention before and since—I was a natural-born klutz. Trying to teach me basketball 
skills must have been quite a challenge for the young teacher.  
   But then, one day, he gave us a Phys. Ed test—a written Phys. Ed. test. Well, I went straight to work and described 
in perfect detail the correct way to go about making a lay-up. “Place your left foot...etc.” Because, you see, I was no 
fool—just a klutz. I can still remember him handing back the test papers and giving me a look of total amazement as 
he announced that I had the top mark in the class.
   The moral of the story comes down to something as simple as different strokes for different folks. Not everyone is 
good at everything. During my years as a teacher this lesson was often brought home to me. Sometimes I was ready 
to lie on the floor and scream when trying to get some perfectly straight-forward (or so I thought) concept across to a 
kid who “just didn’t get it.” At times like that, it was good for me to step back and remember watching this person in 
action on the ball diamond at recess. If this same slow learner had been trying to coach me on hitting a baseball, he 
would likely have soon been lying on the ground screaming.
   I was always a “bright” kid in school so in my early adulthood I had sufficient conceit to send for the “MENSA” test. 
MENSA is an association whose members are well above average in intelligence. The test came and I sat down to 
attack it. The first part dealt with word-based skills. Wow! I was cookin’! This stuff was easy! I must be a genius! 
   The next part had something to do with figuring out logical progressions of numbers or some such thing. Hmm. Not 
quite so easy but maybe I was achieving 50%.
   Then, I hit something called Spatial Relations. That was where they gave you a complex, odd-shaped figure and 
asked you which of the answer figures would be the same if it was just turned around or upside down—or both. My 
first reaction to these questions was, How should I know? You won’t let me cut them out and move them around. My 
second reaction was to decide that this whole MENSA business was stupid and I should go ride my horse who was 
more on the same mental wave-length as I.
   Thus, I began to learn that I was hopeless at not only spatial relations but also at figuring out the mechanics of 
practically anything. This was made absolutely clear to me when I had to get someone to show me how to open my 
new jackknife. With a university degree I was still totally disabled—or perhaps differently abled—when it came to 
practical applications. 
   Differently abled is one of those ridiculous politically correct terms someone invented so it wouldn’t be necessary to 
come right out and call someone disabled. Well, here’s a news flash. If you want something fixed or even properly set 
up, you need to find some guy who dropped out of formal school early and graduated from the school of life—
practical applications division. Don’t ask me unless you want me to write you an essay.

If you have comments on anything that you read in the Bergen News, send your response to The Bergen News, 
ljsyer@telus.net   or the Bergen News c/o Marilyn Walker, Box 21, Site 9, RR2, Sundre, T0M 1X0.

Submissions of articles or comments can be sent via email to ljsyer@telus.net, snail-mail to Marilyn Walker, The Bergen News,
Box 21, Site 9, RR 2, Sundre, T0M 1X0 or call Marilyn Halvorson at 638-2245. If you would like a subscription, it is $15 which
can be sent to our snail-mail address. Remember, subscriptions are coming due for this year. Your subscription expiry date will
be highlighted on the label. Thank you for your continued support.

mailto:ljsyer@telus.net
mailto:ljsyer@telus.net
mailto:ljsyer@telus.net
mailto:ljsyer@telus.net
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EVERY DOG HAS ITS DAY
by Jessie

Hi! I have a confession to make. I was a bad dog a 
few days ago. Well, not really bad. I just got 
confused and ended up running away from home. 
You see, I was visiting down at the male person’s 
house across the creek when a big, loud 
thunderstorm appeared. At that same moment the 
person jumped in his truck to drive away. Oh, no! I 
couldn’t get stranded out here in all this thunder. 
Maybe he’s just going up to my main home and I’ll 
just run along. What!? He’s turning the other way 
and heading down the road. Right then—CRASH! 
The world’s biggest thunder completely frazzled my 
brain. All I knew was to run but I ran away from 
home and up the road the wrong way to the 
neighbours’ place. I turned in and, just in time to 
avoid the next thunder dived into a little shelter. 

Well, soon the thunder slowed down to a dull roar and, feeling fairly safe, I actually dropped off to sleep. 
   Finally, I woke up and looked around. “Where am I?” I wondered. I yawned, stretched, shook myself, and stepped  
outside. There, staring at me with a puzzled look was a lady I had seen before. “Well,” she said, kindly, “what are you 
doing here?”
   “Beats me,” I replied in dog Latin but I don’t think she understood. Anyway, she took out her phone and made a 
call. 
   I heard a voice say “Hello!” I knew that voice. It was my person! I wagged and wiggled all over with joy.
   The neighbour lady said, “Are you missing a big black and white dog?”
   Say yes! PLEASE say yes! 
   There was a pause and then, “Well, I guess I am. I thought she was in the garage. I’ll be right over to pick her up.”
   Sure enough, in a few minutes, in drove my person—but not in her nice car, in the old farm truck which I guess she 
thought was more suited to wet dogs. 
   Oh-oh. Now, I’m going to be scolded for running away, I thought. I wagged hopefully and, guess what? She threw 
her arms around me and said, “Oh, Jessie! I’m so glad you’re okay.”
   She thanked the nice lady and I jumped into that truck like I was jet-propelled, completely removing the old blanket 
that was supposed to keep the seat clean.
   We drove on home and it was wonderful to jump out in my own territory.
   I barked a happy chorus of “There’s no place like home,” and had a big nap.



Bergen News
The

Page 5 	 August 2020

Musings: What a Wonderful World
by Phyllis Cormack

   So here we are in August and we are still surrounded by uncertainty in many areas regarding this pandemic mess.  
Life has returned to a semblance of “normal” with regard to home life and family visiting family for many of us.
   However, one needs only head to town for groceries or machinery parts to see that there is still fear of a second 
wave of Covid. The rules laid out by the health authorities are basically being followed. Many of the public are wearing 
masks, but apparently weren't taught that the arrows point in the direction one is to go while shopping for groceries.  
   This has people at risk hesitant to even enter the store. It's a sad thing that those who desire to follow the health 
guidelines are berated for doing so. It's a sad thing that we had to implement all these safety measures to begin with. 
However, it is what it is and we might as well do what is deemed necessary to protect those at risk.  
   That being said, my husband and I were heading to town one day listening to a radio station that plays the “golden 
oldies”. Louis Armstrong was singing “What a Wonderful World”. Putting the past several months aside, we do live in 
a wonderful world. Come to think of it, we need to put a lot of history aside. Concentrate on the world that God 
created and see all the beauty that is there. Flowers, birds, lakes, mountains, trees, butterflies, animals, people, the 
colours of the rainbow. In my books the rainbow is still the sign that waters will never again become a flood to destroy 
all life as God promised Noah after the flood.  
   There is so much beauty in our world taken for granted. We see it so often that we don't take notice—too many 
things on our minds distracting us. I realize that a lot of what fills our thoughts is about serious situations, but I do 
hope we will be able to set that aside from time to time and remember what a wonderful world we live in.  

KITCHEN WINDOW NATURE STUDY
THE IMPOSTER

by Marilyn Halvorson

   I have a shelf against my kitchen window where I keep sunflower seeds for the birds for most of the year. However in 
July, with Nature providing a banquet everywhere, I decided that the birds could find their own food for a while. Then, 
in early August I started seeing a lot of small birds around so I relented and put out seeds. 
   My first customer was of a species that I hadn’t seen before. He was sort of a grey with a little white trim on his 
scalloped feathers. He didn’t eat much, mostly just sat. Was he sick? Then, to my surprise, a white-crowned sparrow 
showed up and started picking up seeds and giving them to the open-beaked youngster. What!? Not only did the child 
bear no resemblance to the parent, he was also one and a half times its size.  
   Finally, I got an idea and looked up brown-headed cowbirds in the bird book. As is well-known, cowbirds throw eggs 
out of other birds’ nests and deposit one of their own, then fly away on a summer holiday. Not understanding what has  
happened the unfortunate foster parents raise the young cowbird, often losing their own chicks to starvation as the big 
intruder grabs all the food. 
   But the picture of the cowbird bore no resemblance to my visitor. I checked some more books and finally found one 
that showed a picture of the female. Bingo! This juvenile looked exactly like a female cowbird.
   Mystery solved. The question was, what to do about it? The answer? Nothing. This was Nature’s business, not mine. 
I couldn’t just go out and wring the chick’s neck. I have no desire to wring anyone’s neck—particularly a non-human’s. 
I was sorry for the poor overworked sparrow but that’s life, I guess.
   An interesting lesson from Nature, received without ever leaving my kitchen. 

Signs to Make You Smile
At an Optometrist's Office:   "If you don't see what you're looking for, you've come to the right place."
On a Plumber's truck:  "We repair what your husband fixed."
A sign in a shoe repair shop in Vancouver reads:  “We will heel you; we will save your sole, we will even 
dye for you.”



Bergen News
The

Page 6    	 August 2020

Type to enter text

WEDDING CLOTHES
by Noreen Olson

   We are invited to a wedding next month. It's in a hotel in Edmonton and because of the plague, it's much smaller 
than the bride had planned. Hotel staff, servers, the Marriage Commissioner, all have to be included in the 50 
maximum gathering and so we are an elite group of about 42. We are pleased and flattered to be invited, but a bit 
apprehensive too. There is not much question about us being in the “at risk,” group, we are both old and I am 
diabetic. Our daughter and family will drive us, and we will wear masks and hand wash and sanitize but that's a long 
drive in an enclosed space. Between here and there we will need public washrooms and coffee shop door knobs and 
shared elevators and one wonders if it really is worth the risk?
   The wedding will be in the morning and a brunch will follow. If we do go, what will I wear?
   When we were married wedding attire was pretty well pre-set. All the male guests wore suits, white shirts and ties. 
Female guests wore dresses, hats, and gloves with matching shoes and purse. In the purse, along with a compact 
and lipstick, was a hankie. A real one, usually trimmed with lace. The Mother of the Bride wore a frothy pastel dress 
and floaty duster with matching floral hat. Her shoes, purse and gloves were often pastel as well and her corsage was 
chosen to co-ordinate. She also carried a hanky and used it to dab at her eyes so that you could see how very pretty 
it was. The hanky was so delicate it looked like it had been spun by spiders. I have several of them, all totally useless. 
If you were really going to get emotional about the wedding, you would be wise to have a pack of Kleenex handy! 
Brides were pretty much alike, dress length varied from mid-calf to floor length and nearly all were white and full 
skirted with a modest neckline. There was room for variety in the trim, some combination of sequins, lace and pearls 
and the veil length varied. Bridesmaids wore matching pastel or floral, lots of crinolines and net overskirts.
   By the time I became a Marriage Commissioner wedding attire was a whole new ballgame. I had some perfectly 
lovely weddings with beautiful clothes, beautiful brides and elegant bridal parties. I had weddings where all the men 
wore kilts and the girls, tartan sashes over the shoulders of long white dresses. I had a wedding where the bridal party 
leapt from a plane and were married in matching sky diving suits. I also had weddings where everyone wore blue 
jeans and T shirts (nice clean ones). A few where the bride was practically nude from the waist up, one where the 
bridesmaids wore tight fitting sleazy spandex and I suspect no underwear. One where, for no apparent reason, the 
groom came in dressed in a suit of armour. I had two biker weddings complete with tattoos, chains, leather pants and 
vests on both bride and groom (and everyone was courteous and respectful by the way). I once had a wedding where 
the bridesmaid did not show up and I had to do a Field Promotion and snatch a bridesmaid from among the guests. I 
don't remember what she was wearing.
   Once I arrived at the wedding site to be greeted by a distraught groom. The bride was closed into her grandma's 
bedroom and having hysterics. Would I please go talk to her? The poor little soul was red eyed and blotchy. “If you 
really don't want to go through with this,” I told her, “then it's better to stop it now.” 
   “All I really wanted” she wailed,”was to wear the blank, blank dress.”
   In a few minutes, with a lot of pancake make up and artfully applied mascara the wedding proceeded. I have often 
wondered what became of them.

Babysitter Courses
Monthly Classes for Ages 11 and Older

Canadian Red Cross
For Monthly Dates and to register phone 403 636-0209

Dawna Warren E.M.R / Director / Instructor



Letter to the Editor (Excerpts from a letter sent to James Crozier, project coordinator Operation Services, Mountain 
View County) 
   We have not met, I am a resident of the community accessed by the Bergen road. A member of the community 
affected by the Bergen Road Mega Project.
   When I first caught a whiff of this thing in the air, I contacted my representative and picked his brain a la what was 
apt to descend on us, here in this would-be quiet community, with regards to this project. I was told that what was to 
occur was just a basic upgrade of the road surface on par with the upgrade that recently took place on the hill portion 
of the road in question just west of the Little Red Deer River bridge. Nothing major, minimal disturbance, I was 
assured.  When I asked if the road was to be widened, I was told "no." When I expressed my concerns over traffic, 
which was already heavy on the now barely existing road, I was told there would be no increase in traffic (although 
come to think of it I'm not sure how anyone would know this in advance). When I expressed my concerns with 
speeding, already an issue on this road, I was told not to worry.  When I asked why this project was necessary in the 
first place, I was told it was in order to enhance the operations of the two gravel pits the road accesses. Period. Not 
that they hadn't been conducting operations already, but just that they had to suffer, apparently, through a brief road 
ban every year. That with this minor project that wouldn't result in any great upheaval nor a deterioration of the quality 
of life for residents, either short or long term, the two gravel operators would no longer have to suffer the minor 
inconvenience of temporary road bans. Okay, I'll trust you on the sagacity of this, I decided.  
   When the surveyors came and the flagging laths were laid out, I became pretty alarmed observing the setbacks 
planned for this "minor" project. There were flags away off into a wetland for instance and considerably into the 
surrounding woods. I phoned my representative again and was once again offered all reassurances identical to the 
previous discussion.  
   None of which could have prepared anyone for the onslaught that followed. The scale of this thing is mind-boggling. 
The amount of disruption is epic. From the setback to the truly dangerous driving conditions that have resulted on 
account of un-barricaded six-foot vertical plunges off the immediate edges of a single narrow traffic lane to the 
unfathomable workings of those imbecilic traffic lights, this whole thing is dumbfounding. That’s before we even try to 
imagine the profligate public money being wasted here in a time of economic contraction unparalleled in the entire 
history of Alberta, Great Depression not excepted.  
   So, please tell me, other than the invading army of the engineering firm creating the mammoth physical mess here, 
this dangerous nuisance which promises to be an ongoing dangerous nuisance, and the two gravel concerns, who 
else is to benefit from the result of this madness? Surely not the people who actually live here, who will doubtless be 
subject to even worse levels of traffic at even worse velocities, with convoys of travelers already driving the existing 
road at 110 kph or more. Now they can look forward to folks doing 130 I guess. Wonderful.  
   And do tell, just what on earth is going on at the approach to Range Road 50—are they putting in a cloverleaf? It 
sure seems so. Why on earth do two dead-end gravel spurs warrant a major upgrade of approach?  
   Irate in Bergen, Jon Wright
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   After reading Jon’s letter, your editor went back to an article by our councillor, Bruce Beattie, in the December 2019 Bergen News 
in which he describes the Bergen Road upgrade. In it he explains that the planning for this upgrade began in 2014 when Council 
adopted a Long-Range Road Planning Policy that included completing a number of studies on all the roads in the County.
   I also contacted Bruce and requested a response to Jon’s letter. Jeff Holmes, Chief Administrative Officer of Mountain View county 
sent the following: 
Response From Jeff Holmes
   In 2018 the upgrade of the Bergen Road was determined as a priority by Mountain View County Council and 
engineering and design work commenced. In the 2020 Budget, Council approved the construction of the road.  The 
project is identified as a priority on the County’s Long-Range Infrastructure Plan which has the following objectives:

•Support growth for commercial, industrial, and high density residential, maximizing the investment in 
infrastructure in the locations identified in the Municipal Development plan (MDP) and Area Structure Plans (ASP), 
when development occurs.
•Incorporate joint growth opportunities between the County and urban centers. Provide a road network that 
integrates with the Provincial Highway System and road networks of our neighboring municipalities
Ensure that the infrastructure is adequate to provide the required service levels as defined in the business plans 
year over year.

continued on page 8
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•Be an evidence-based plan that will stand up to the changes in both Municipal leaders and Administration.
•Be a plan that is developed with input from all departments to ensure it is as all-encompassing and sustainable 
with respect to economic, social, and environmental factors.

   Bergen Road specifically meets these objectives in the following ways:
•Bergen Road provides an access to Hwy 760 from Hwy 22 and RR53 (Fallen Timber Trail) which leads directly to 
Sundre.
•Bergen Road connects the Bergen Gravel Pit with Hwy22.  Bergen Pit provides a large source of high-quality 
gravel which may, in the future, be hauled to the east side of the County as most of the east side sources of gravel 
have expired.
•Bergen Road is an actively travelled road with recent traffic counts showing an average daily traffic of 973 
vehicles at RR 44, and 887 vehicles at Hwy 760. These counts place this portion of the Bergen Road in the top five 
busiest roadways in Mountain View County.
•Bergen Road provides access to shared services in Sundre including the hospital.  

   The upgrades are being completed to build the road to accommodate industrial traffic. This involves grade line 
improvements, side slope improvements, building the road to a consistent width, and providing a paved surface. Post 
construction no changes will be made to the speed limits, and roadway lines will be painted. It will also provide a year-
round, ban-free surface for residents, school buses, business, and agricultural producers.
   Construction is expected to be completed by the end of October, assuming there are no unexpected or weather 
delays. 
   Other notes regarding the current project status include:

•Gravel crushing is now complete.
•Base work on the roadway will begin after Labour Day
•Weather permitting, paving should be complete before the end of the construction season (late October, early 
November)

   Efforts of engagement with the community included:
•An Open House at the Bergen Community Hall on Thursday, February 27, 2020
•Direct engagement with road adjacent landowners, including purchasing agreements for land acquisition
•Updates and notice of construction through County social media, 2020 Budget coverage, a FAQ’s posted in the 
County pages in the Mountain View Albertan and a dedicated Alert on the top of the County’s corporate website
•Regular (and continuing) communication with residents through the construction phase by the County’s project 
manager and area Councillor

Acknowledgements:
•The County does recognize that projects of this scope and duration have an overall general disruption to 
neighbouring landowners’ peaceful enjoyment of property, and an inconvenience to residents’ access via motor 
vehicles.
•Telephone service in the area has been disrupted resulting in loss of communication for some residents. 
Temporary lines were run outside of the construction zone to prevent this type of issue, but outages have still 
occurred. Unfortunately, the service provider is wholly responsible for the re-establishment of any disrupted phone 
service and out of the purview of the County and the contractor to respond other than to immediately alert the 
service provider to the issue.
•Planned disruption occurred to a trail through the road allowance bordering Davidson Park to allow for proper 
sloping of the roadway. This trail will be re-established once the project is complete.
•The County has attempted to minimize environmental impact and disturbances where possible to alleviate the 
community’s concern over changes to the local landscape. In areas where disturbance to wetlands could not be 
fully mitigated, compensation was paid by the County to Alberta Environment through their regulatory process.

Response from Jeff Holmes continued from page 7
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Editorial: Bergen Road Upgrade
Laurie Syer

   The Bergen Road project has focused my attention on the relationship between rural government and the population 
that it serves. I think that it is a relationship that is fundamentally different from the provincial and federal governments’ 
relationships with their citizens. Principally this is because our councillors are also our friends and neighbours. They 
live in the community that they serve, and share many of the values and concerns for jobs and families that worry their 
constituents. There is not, or should not be, the same attitude of confrontation and conflict between the County and 
its residents. It seems to me that here is the potential for democracy at its best. 
   Unfortunately, we have grown accustomed to viewing the governing body with cynicism and suspicion. We 
automatically assume that ‘the government’ is trying to pull a fast one. We don’t take advantage of all the 
opportunities that are available to us to influence the direction that our local government takes. Major projects like the 
Bergen Road upgrade, for example, are not entered into without years of study and preparation. Studies are done, 
development plans are prepared, budgets are drawn up, proposed and approved or rejected. Governments are 
required to have an up to date Municipal Development Plan that helps guide councillors (who may change more 
frequently than the MDP plan) make decisions that are supported by the MDP. The public is encouraged to participate 
in the development and approval of MDP plans but, as a rule not many people take advantage of the requests for 
public input. (The new proposed MDP plan is available on the County website for anyone interested in seeing it. If you 
would like to submit written comments the deadline is September 9th). I admit to being a reluctant reader of planning 
documents. 
   Jamie and I live on the Bergen Road so we have been concerned about what it means for our land since we read our 
councillor, Bruce Beattie’s article about the upgrade in last December’s Bergen News. We attended the open house at 
the hall and gave our concerns to James Crozier (project coordinator for the County). He met with us a couple of 
weeks later to see what we were talking about and we came to an agreement about the best way to preserve the trees  
and marsh along our section of the road. Once the work was underway, the road crew wanted to change the 
agreement regarding the marsh. They did not want to deal with the water. We were told that the water level would 
need to be lowered. We were very concerned and appealed to Bruce and James for a rethink of that decision. With a 
lot of help from Bruce, and an open mind from James, it was decided to protect the marsh after all. It was not a 
popular decision with the road crew and required some determined oversight from James, but the agreement held. So 
that experience shows me that government and constituents can work together. 
   There have, however, been serious problems with the road work. The extent of the project has been stunning and 
horrifying, with parts of the road looking like a strip mine at times. The road under construction is scary and 
hazardous, especially to smaller vehicles. Telephone outages have been frequent, and communication from the 
County is effectively non-existent. It has become obvious that the work crew needs frequent supervision, at least daily 
but preferably more often. These problems need to be addressed and fixed for this project and any similar road work 
that the County undertakes in the future. Community engagement to help identify potential problems before they 
occur would be a good way to minimize stress and frustration on both sides.
   Dedicated lanes for traffic with guide markers would make the construction zone safer for traffic. The Bergen Road 
has been identified as one of the five busiest road in the County. Doesn’t it make sense to make sure that it is 
drivable?
   Telephone communication is essential for safety in case of emergencies and some rural residents do not have cell 
phone backup. It doesn’t really matter whose responsibility it is to keep phone lines from going dead. In a rural 
situation we are responsible for the safety of each other. If the phone company can’t guarantee service, affected 
residents should be provided with an alternative. 
   Communication needs to be up to the minute. Not everyone uses Facebook or the internet but most people listen to 
the radio. There could be daily or even hourly road reports similar to what cities do to alert people of road closures, 
road conditions and alternate possible routes. Road signs and detour signs posted far enough back so that people are 
warned of an upcoming closure in time to make route changes would be a courteous effort.
   On August 28th on the eve of the tenth Bergen Market of the season, the road crew quit work for the day leaving the 
Bergen Road west of the bridge impassable. This left the Bergen Hall, site of the Bergen Market, inaccessible. The 
market manager made an emergency call to James Crozier, our councillor was alerted to the situation and, at the cost 
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Bergen Church News 
by Phyllis Cormack

   The Bergen Church is located on the Bergen Road one mile west of the Highway 760 intersection. Pastor Rob 
Holland and family are taking a well deserved break. For Sunday morning services please go to our website
 http:/bergenmissionarychurch.ca/   then click on the Facebook page where alternative services will be listed.     
   Bergen Church is now open for services every Sunday starting at 10:30 am. The pew chairs had been rearranged to 
allow for social distancing. Families are allowed to sit together. Hand sanitizer and masks are at the door.   
   It is great seeing faces again after being confined to home.  
   Graham Langmead has been speaking and others will be filling in while Pastor Rob continues his time off. 
   Congratulations and God's blessing to David Newton and Celine Dewit who were married this month. 
   We welcomed Youth Pastor Adam and Meg Elliot and their children Gage, Nolan, Jacqueline, Bethany, and Chandler.  
So good to have them join our church family.  
   Appreciation is in order for our search committee who spent countless hours seeking God's choice for this position 
in our church.
   The Sundre Ministerial is a team of churches in the Sundre area who want to help during this difficult time. If you find 
yourself in need of help, whether physical or emotional, please feel free to contact this number and they will be able to 
direct you to an appropriate resource.  403 636 0554.  
   You can also go to the Sundre Ministerial web page – sundreministerial.blogspot.com - if you'd like to contact a 
church directly. Click on 'Church Listings and Links'.
   If you want to donate food to the McDougal Chapel food bank it can be taken to the Chapel. There is a door bell you 
can ring to alert them that you are there.
   Our prayer chain is still operating so if you have prayer needs please call or email Leila Schwartzenberger at 
403-638-4175 or leila@processworks.ca 
   Olwyn is in the church office Tuesdays and Fridays, 10:00 – 2:00 p.m. The church's number is 403-638-4010 and the 
fax number is 403-638-4004. The email address is bergenchurch@xplornet.ca.  
   The website is http://bergenmissionarychurch.ca/

High School Reunion
Found on surfersam.com

   Have you ever been guilty of looking at someone your own age and thinking, “Surely I can’t look that old?” You’ll 
love this one.
   I was sitting in the waiting room for my first appointment with a new dentist. I noticed his DDS diploma, which 
showed his full name.
   Suddenly, I remembered a tall, handsome, dark-haired boy with the same name who had been in my high school 
class some 40-odd years ago. Could this be the same guy that I had a secret crush on, way back then?
   Upon seeing him, however, I quickly discarded any such thought. This balding, grey-haired man with the deeply 
lined face was way too old to have been my classmate.
   After he examined my teeth, I asked him if he had attended Morgan Park High School.
   “Yes. Yes, I did. I’m a Mustang,” he beamed with pride.
   “When did you graduate?” I asked.
   He answered, “In 1959. Why do you ask?”
   “You were in my class!” I exclaimed.
   He looked at me closely. Then, that ugly, old, bald, wrinkled, fat, grey, decrepit son-of-a gun asked, “What did you 
teach?”

of a lot of stress on all sides, the road crew managed to get the road usable by market time the next day. There were 
friendly flag personnel posted at the bridge to help guide traffic, and a lane was created to handle market traffic. This 
problem could have been avoided with more supervision and community engagement.
   The Bergen Road upgrade, it is now obvious, is an enormous project presenting challenges both to residents, 
County Council and staff. It is an opportunity for us to learn better and more empathetic communication skills. It is 
always more productive to hold our tempers and believe in the good will of the people who serve us. We can all benefit 
by becoming better, more sympathetic listeners. 

http:/bergenmissionarychurch.ca
http:/bergenmissionarychurch.ca
mailto:leila@processworks.ca
mailto:leila@processworks.ca
mailto:bergenchurch@xplornet.ca
mailto:bergenchurch@xplornet.ca
http://bergenmissionarychurch.ca
http://bergenmissionarychurch.ca
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Ride With Me
by Donelda Way

   Davidson Park: The first machine was tilted on the incline that rises toward the Bergen Hall Road. It was cutting trees 
(seemingly in seconds). Its long clamping arm swiveled to tip the cut trees whichever direction the operator wanted 
before laying them down. The second machine was on the same incline. Its powerful mulching mechanism was 
chewing up the felled trees (also seemingly in seconds). 
 Neighborhood cows and calves appeared contented. Buffalo and their calves grazed on the lush green grass of 
further pastures. We slowed to the signed speed while descending into and through a narrow valley. The other side of 
the road had pylons marking the eroded slide area at the base of the guard rail.
   Carstairs, approaching the signal lighted and barred train crossing: Numerous railroad maintenance vehicles with 
special undercarriage enabling them to run along the tracks were parked. Train crew members were actively preparing 
for service. Soon, I merged onto QEII and continued our pleasant relaxed drive into the city. 
   At the zoo: In most areas social distance parking was not adhered to. We chuckled at the little girl in her ‘Princess 
Dress’ dancing along the sidewalk. At our pre-arranged arrival time we showed our printed tickets and began the walk 
in cool darkness through the main entrance tunnel. Wearing cloth face masks made my glasses fog up so I took them 
off while inside buildings. This made my vision blurry. Sanitizing our hands was a requirement. Controlled number of 
guests meant social distancing for viewing and for eating at the outside picnic areas was much easier. 
   Back on the QEII: “It must be hard driving that load”. It was a very long bridge beam. One of us noted “That cloud is 
very tall” as we parked at a Walmart. Inside, cellphones sent out tornado alerts for the whole city. Back on the QEII it 
rained in varying strengths but stopped completely before we reached our entrance lane. I was relieved.  
   On quads, I follow my husband in the hayfield. Curving around some taller grass he began walking and indicated for 
me to follow on my quad. This happened in a few places. He explained, “We are marking where it is too wet for the 
mower and baler to pull through”. We finally got to the huge rotted out, fallen spruce tree that had broken the top 
fence wire. The noisy chainsaw cut tree sections which I easily threw into a heap. On a low spot lake a bird speedily 
ran forward atop the water surface. Horizon views presented a brilliant blue sky and white clouds. But the overhead 
grey clouds started dispensing water drops as we headed for the house.  
   I glanced at a roadside fence. I grinned as I thought to myself, ‘You have lived here long enough to be a farmer. You 
notice a sagging wire and the missing staple.’
   Dust billowed above a country road leading to the east over rolling hills. I couldn’t see a vehicle until a fully loaded 
dump truck pulling a trailer rolled to a stop at the intersection. A car caused more dust to rise as it pulled in behind the 
truck trailer unit. 
   In Calgary: I finished filling the gas tank. Turning to replace the nozzle gas dribbled between my toes (Yuck).  
   The quills of the road kill porcupine made it appear full grown, rounded and solid.
      “Wow, look at ALL those dragonflies!”  “Aren’t they beautiful?”  
   Rge Rd 60: I can’t imagine the strong people who rode their pedal bikes up and down those hills (on this gravel 
surfaced road). The wavy tire lines indicated they worked!. 
   Hwy 27 Roadside Attraction: From the east, the huge stuffed brown teddy is slouched in a lawn chair. It supports a 
pitch fork. The farmer (still clad in grey coveralls) stands cross-legged, resting, while the black and white horse nuzzles  
his right hand. His left hand holds a long-handled scythe. The horse is attached to an antique hay cart. Two children 
are perched on it. Home Sweet Home’s T.V. antenna wires are beginning to sag and one was actually hanging down. 
The owners’ Canadian flag is beginning to fray on the wind-whipped outer edge. Does the solar lamp post between 
the two adronack chairs illuminate this scene at night? A bright pink pig standing upright in chef attire  poses for 
viewers. Olaf, seated in a matching chair, appears unfazed. 

The Bergen News is very grateful for the rural community grant received from Mountain View 
County to assist in our operating costs. Thank you for your continued support. 
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The People of Glenbow:
Gertrude de la Vergne Tanner 

by Shari Peyerl
   Last week I was lying in the shade on the deck, gazing up at the summer clouds floating in a vivid blue sky. A bird 
soared across my line of sight, riding the air 
currents. Perhaps a similar view had inspired young 
Gertrude de la Vergne, more than a hundred years 
ago.
   Gertrude was born in New York, but was 
essentially raised on Glenbow’s Millionaire Hill. She 
was one of Alberta’s jet set and although her family 
arrived in Alberta in 1909, after ranching was already 
well-established in the province, she was a pioneer 
in her own right.
   When Gertrude was three years old, her father, 
Chester, purchased a Glenbow horse ranch, where 
the family spent most of the next decade. Their 
family and friends built their own mansions on the 
nearby uplands, inspiring the area’s nickname. Polo, 
horse racing, and house parties filled their social 
calendar. In the winter, they returned to the circle of 
New York’s high society.
   Gertrude enjoyed her childhood on the ranch, but 
when she was thirteen, her father’s business 
interests changed and the family moved into 
Calgary. Gertrude excelled at school. She was also 
good at practical skills, and when she was fifteen 
she won school awards for her baked and canned 
goods. 
   As a young woman from an elite family, she made 
the rounds of dances and tea parties, and joined 
drama societies and clubs. The newspaper social 
pages chronicled her activities, along with those of 
her peers. Besides the usual outings to Banff, a 
more exotic trip was noted: she and her mother 
spent New Year’s 1927 in Fez, Morocco and 
“[motored] through Northern Africa … to … Algiers,” 
eventually returning through France to New York and 
then Calgary.
   Perhaps this adventure fuelled Gertrude’s desire for excitement and travel. When the Calgary Aero Club was formed, 
she became an active member. Then, on 7 November 1928, hundreds of people gathered at Calgary’s aerodrome to 
see something new—a “Lady Pilot”! They witnessed Gertrude’s initial solo flight, which she performed after 14 hours 
of assisted flight time. She flew the Aero Club’s de Havilland Moth, a biplane. She said afterwards, “When I got up in 
the air I thought I was dreaming.”
   At the age of 22, Gertrude had become the first female pilot in Alberta, and the third in all of Canada. Two weeks 
later, on the Federal Government’s exam for a private pilot’s license, she achieved the highest grade, surpassing the 
other eight candidates (all men). She officially became Alberta’s first licensed female pilot when she received her 
paperwork on 4 December 1928.

continued on page 14

1928 Photo courtesy of the Canada Aviation and Space Museum
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For information or to register visit our website:www.sundre.prl.ab.ca
or call us: 403-638-4000

Look What’s Happening at the Sundre Library
Open Hours:
Monday 1-4:00 PM
Tuesday 12:00 – 4:00 PM
Wednesday 12:00 – 4:00 PM
Thursday 1:00 – 4:00 PM
Friday 1:00 – 4:00 PM

Rhyme and Rhythm!
Autumn-themed rhymes, stories and crafts for parents and children ages 3 to 5.  
Thursdays, September 3rd and 10th from 9:30 to 10:30am.  
Due to physical distancing requirements, numbers are limited and registration is required. 
Please call the library by August 28th to register. 

Radon 100 Test Challenge
Test your home for this odorless, invisible gas for FREE. Sign-up at the library to receive 
your tester in early October. All test results are private and shared only with the 
homeowner. 

Cooking the Books! Cookbook club
Monday, September 28th, 7-8:30 PM 
Explore cookbooks, try recipes, and share experiences. Runs the 4th Monday of the 
month. Call the library for more details.

September Surprise Kits!
Take-home craft & activity kits for ages 4-7 & 8-12. FREE. Reserve your 
kits online by September 4th. Available for pick-up September 15-18.

Sign up to receive our monthly newsletter in your inbox
https://parklandab.wufoo.com/forms/library-connect/
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   Gertrude went on to perform stunts at air shows, such as bursting special balloons with her propeller and changing 
clothes mid-flight. On the more serious side, she was the first editor and publication manager for the club’s magazine, 
and the aviation columnist for the Calgary Herald. Her interest expanded to flying gliders and she also served as 
secretary-treasurer of the local glider club.
   Unfortunately, Chester de la Vergne’s businesses suffered in the economic crash of the 1930s, and Gertrude’s dream 
of earning a commercial pilot’s license went up in smoke.
   In 1932, she married Reginald Tanner, with whom she had two children and five grandchildren. She lived to 91 years 
of age and fondly recounted stories of her youth on the grasslands of Glenbow Ranch and in the skies above Calgary.

The people of Glenbow continued from page 12

Views and opinions expressed in the articles are those of the authors and not of the Bergen News.

THE MISSING SHOE AND OTHER ODDS AND ENDS
by Pat Gibbs

   This summer we have had the enjoyment of having a fox and her kits living right next door to us. They are very active 
and playful, similar to puppies. I found this out one day when I discovered one of my running shoes missing from the 
front deck. Al and I looked everywhere on our acreage and found nothing. I told him I thought one of the fox kits had 
taken it. I got the raised eyebrow look but I stuck to my theory. A day later another shoe was moved but not taken 
away so I left a small ball out and it went bye bye too! One day our grandson was out for a walk down our well-used 
trail and what do you think he found right in his path? Yes sir, it was my missing running shoe. The foxy little thief
must have felt guilty and put it where we could find it. Trust me, it was NOT there before because hubby had mowed 
that trail two days earlier and didn’t see it then. No damage was done and likely the smelly shoe was better returned 
than kept. Thus ends my missing shoe story. We enjoy the foxes’ company still as they run about the gardens in the 
evenings.
   July was indeed an interesting month for new growth of forest fauna of all kinds. And with gardens full of flowers and 
vegetables we were kept busy trying to avoid Jack Frost by covering and uncovering them regularly. Baby birds, baby
animals and baby frogs and bees—some of my favourite things to see and hold, if possible. I remember a kindergarten 
song my grandchildren sang about picking up a baby bumblebee. Of course they got stung so the next line says they 
are now squishing up the baby bumblebee. I never did like that little ditty. Try holding a baby frog instead, my child!
   Several years ago some of the Bergen Church ladies held 55+ dinners once a month. We sang songs, had a guest 
speaker and shared some laughs before dinner. It was a wonderful time of sharing and caring for the elderly of which I 
am now one! 
   A dear friend sent me some hilarious "church bulletins" that were for real but had typewritten errors in them. Here are 
a few: 
 Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It’s a chance to get rid of those things not worth keeping around the  
 house. Bring your husbands.
	 Miss Charlene Mason sang"I will not pass this way again", giving obvious pleasure to the congregation.
	 Next Thursday there will be tryouts for the choir. They need all the help they can get! 
 Potluck supper on Sunday at 5:PM—prayer and medication to follow.  
   I do hope I have not offended anyone, but you can see how easy it is to make a typing error and totally change a 
message! Last one:
 The Pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the Congregation would lend him their electric girdles....oops! for 
 the pancake breakfast next Sunday.  
  Have a great week folks and take time to laugh!  
   Til next time..........
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Insects, by Sally Banks

One of my favourite critters—a police car moth. Not 
common around here so always a delight to find one.

Fritillary

This is perhaps the best bumblebee I’ve seen all 
summer. It looked like it was out for the first time, 
every hair perfect, the colours bright and shiny. I 
think it may be Forest Bumblebee.

Round-necked Longhorn Beetle

The Bergen Farmers’ Market 
The Market runs every Saturday through September 12 at the 

Bergen Hall 
10:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.

Vulnerable customers may shop from 9:45—10:00
The market looks and feels a little different from previous years as we 
adhere to physical distancing regulations. But the determination of the 
vendors to be friendly and helpful remains the same. We look forward to 
seeing you again this season. 

There is also online shopping for those who prefer to order and pay in advance, for fast pickup. 
Go to www.localline.ca/bergen-farmers-market
For up to date information check our website   www.thebergenmarket.ca or on Facebook.

http://www.localline.ca/bergen-farmers-market
http://www.localline.ca/bergen-farmers-market
http://www.thebergenmarket.ca
http://www.thebergenmarket.ca
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   Imagine what it 
would be like if you 
could hear even the 
slightest noise and 
knew exactly where 
the noise was 
coming from. Well, 
that is exactly what 
Great Grey Owls can 
do. Like the Barn 
Owl and Long-eared 
Owl they have 
asymmetrical ear 
openings that help 
them find prey by 
sound alone. The left 
ear opening is higher 
on the head than the 
right ear opening 
which enables 
precise directional 
hearing and lets 
them nab invisible 

prey.
   The oldest recorded Great Grey Owl was at least 18 years, 9 months old and lived in Alberta, where it was banded in 
1996 and found in 2013, after being hit by a car. 

Wildlife Treasure continued from page 2

More Bergen Insects
   

Hummingbird Moth photo by Ev Mill

Pink-edged Sulphur Butterfly
photo by Sally Banks


